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Contact “News & Views”: 
email electionworker@

colliergov.net or call 
(239) 252-8052

Michelle Ford, Customer Service Supervisor
Michelle Ford comes to us from Health Management Associates where she worked in their Legal 
Department. She and her husband, Tim, relocated to Naples, FL last summer from Clarksville, TN. 
Both Michelle and Tim joined the U.S. Army after they were married. Michelle obtained her Asso-
ciates Degree in Paralegal Studies from Central Texas College and received her Bachelor’s Degree 
from Troy University in Resource and Technology Management.

Michelle has lived in several places including Germany, Texas, Hawaii, Alabama, Oklahoma, Ten-
nessee, and is now happy to call Naples, Florida her home. She enjoys reading and outside activities 

including working in the yard and going to the beach. Michelle and Tim have two children: Matthew and Megan and they are 
very proud grandparents to little Greenly Grace. Michelle and Tim also have three dogs who rule their house, which is just the 
way they like it!

Please join us in welcoming Michelle to our team; we are very excited to have her as our new Customer Service Supervisor! 

JennIfer J. edwards

supervIsor of electIons

new staff
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Falling right into Municipal Elections
As the rest of Collier County begins to gear up for fall, the 
Elections Office is doing the same in preparation for our 
upcoming Municipal Elections! 
 
 Many of our seasonal residents are heading back to 
Southwest Florida, including our election workers, 
and we want to keep everyone sharp-minded about 
elections by attending as many community and school 

events as possible in order to educate current and future Collier County voters.

September was a busy month for the Elections Office. On September 17, we celebrated 
Constitution Week by launching our First Annual High School Voter Registration 
Challenge. During this event, we challenged Collier County high schools to get as 
many students as possible to register and pre-register to vote for future elections.   
Congratulations to Palmetto Ridge High School who won the challenge with 238 
registrations received by our office! We also celebrated National Voter Registration 
Day on September 24 by hosting several voter registration drives all over Collier 
County. 

Looking towards the future we are excited for the upcoming Municipal Elections: City 
of Everglades Election and City of Naples Election. Election workers will be contacted 
soon by members of our Training Department to begin the training and election 
scheduling process. We will be performing continuous recruiting efforts to help assist 
in future elections as we prepare for the 2014 election cycle. If you or someone you 
know is interested in serving as an election worker, please give us a call at 252-VOTE.  
 
We hope you enjoy this edition of News & Views!
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absentee updates

Scheduling Your Absentee Ballot
Absentee voting is currently one third of  the preferred 
voting method among Collier County voters. The func-
tional ease of  voting from anywhere the voter chooses 
is probably what contributes to its popularity.

Did you know that voters can request their absentee 
ballots to be sent for all elections through two Gen-

eral Elections? Voters can also change the delivery address to whatever location 
they find the most convenient, whether it be a vacation spot or their permanent 
residence.

As we prepare for the upcoming 2014 election 
cycle, the Absentee Department will be analyzing 
the vote by mail process from 2012, making the 
most of  our department’s strengths and analyzing 
any areas needing improvement.

To schedule your absentee ballot, visit our website 
at www.CollierVotes.com and click  
the “Vote by Mail” link at the top of  the page.

bob best

absentee supervIsor

voter educatIon 
Busy Busy September!

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Football season is not the 
only thing that kicked off 
in August.  At the start of 
the new school year, the 
Voter Education Department 
invited all Collier County 
high schools to participate in 
the First Annual High School 
Voter Registration Challenge 
between September 17 and 27. 
By the end of the challenge, 
we had over 700 students 
registered or preregistered to 
vote.

Voter registration drives and 
outreach events also took place 
at Hodges University, the 
NABOR Expo, and the United 
Way Walk.  We also conducted 
the annual election for the 
Show of Shows Exhibition 
at the vonLiebig Center. For 
National Voter Registration 
Day, we were out in full force 
conducting voter registration 
drives at all Collier County 
Sunshine Ace locations, 
Lowe’s, Edison State College, 
and Barnes & Noble. 

The pace continues next month 
with educational programs 
scheduled for elementary 
and middle school students 
and registration activities for 
employee benefit fairs at NCH 
downtown, North Collier 
Hospital, and the Collier 
County Sheriff’s Office.

To learn more about future 
outreach activities visit:   
www.CollierVotes.com 
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cyndI young

educatIon coordInator

candIdate QualIfyIng    
 Municipal Elections

This is the time of  year when the office begins 
preparing for two city elections. Collier County has 
three incorporated cities: Everglades City, Naples, 
and Marco Island, and the Supervisor of  Elections 
Office provides election services to each independent 
city through an inter-local agreement (contract).
Each city’s election is conducted in accordance with 
their own charter.
Everglades City is the oldest and smallest city 

in Collier County with 235 voters. Everglades holds its election in late 
November during odd numbered years.  It is our smallest election with 
only one precinct. Everglades elects its five-member city council and their 
mayor.
The City of  Naples holds it elections in February during even numbered 
years.  Although this election is usually held in February, during Presidential 
Election years, the election is placed on the Presidential Preference Primary 
ballot. The 14,914 voters of  Naples vote for its six-member council and 
their mayor.
Collier County’s newest city, Marco Island, (incorporated in 1997) changed 
its elections for city council from the spring of  even numbered years to 
November of  even years. This places the races for their seven council seats 
on the November General Election ballot. The City of  Marco Island’s 12,449 
voters do not have an elected mayor. The  Marco City Council members 
elect a chairman from among their members. 
City elections are restricted to those voters residing within the city limits. Of  
Collier’s approximately 181,000 voters, only about 27,500 (15%) actually live 
within our cities’ boundaries.        
 
*Numbers for registered voters as of  October 1, 2013

dave carpenter

QualIfyIng offIcer
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electIon servIces

Location Changes
 
Our office has been analyzing 
our current Early Voting loca-
tions and searching for ways 
to improve the entire process. 
Since this last Legislative 
Session, we have been taking 
advantage of the opportunity 

to reach out to our community in an effort to find 
facilities to utilize as Early Voting sites. Fortunately, 
we’ve received an overwhelming response and look 
forward to announcing new locations in the near 
future!

We are also making some changes to Election Day 
polling locations in order to improve the voting expe-
rience during our upcoming elections. 

Those changes include moving 
Precinct 102/502 to Everglades 
City Hall located at 102 Cope-
land Ave N, Everglades City, and 
moving Precinct 479 to Naples 
Church of God located at 1074 
10th Street N, Naples.

We are very thankful for the 
continued support we receive 
from all who open the doors to 
their facilities during an elec-
tion.

JulIo vIgIl 
electIon servIces 

coordInator
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traInIng news

Training for the 
Municipal Elections

The City of Naples Election is 
scheduled for February 4, 2014, 
and there will be seven precincts 
activated including: 416, 462, 
464, 472, 475, 477, and 479. The 
process to determine availability 
of election workers for these pre-
cincts is currently in motion.  

There will also be a permanent location change for Pre-
cinct 479 starting with this election. The new location will 
be at Naples Church of God located at 1074 10th Street 
N. Our office will provide updates to the voters affected 
by this change and we will provide additional support by 
staffing election workers at the old location to assist voters 
to the new location.  
 
For those scheduled to work the City of Naples Elec-
tion, the online training will be deployed January 2, 2014 
and election workers will begin their hands-on training 
towards the end of January 2014.  

Please contact Trish Robertson at: 252-8052 or  
TrishRobertson@colliergov.net with any changes in your 
contact information. We are grateful for your continued 
support and commitment to the election process.   
As Jennifer always says: “we could not do this without 
you!” 
 
Thank you from the Training Department:  
Roger, Kevin & Trish

roger Munz 
traInIng dIrector

www.CollierVotes.com

behInd the scenes wIth It
Virtualization: What is it and Why We Use it in Elections 
 
Server virtualization: Running virtualization software on server machines in order to host multiple 
operating system environments on a single piece of hardware.
 
It saves money: Virtualization reduces the number of servers you have to run, which means savings on 
hardware costs and also on the total amount of energy needed to run hardware and provide cooling.
It reduces system administration work: With virtualization in place, system administrators would 
not have to support so many machines and could then move from firefighting to more strategic 
administration tasks.

It gets better use from hardware: Virtualization enables higher utilization rates of hardware because each server supports 
enough virtual machines to increase its utilization from the typical 15% to as much as 80%.
It makes software installation easier: With software vendors tending more and more towards delivering their products 
preinstalled in virtual machines (also known as virtual appliances), much of the traditional installation and configuration 
work associated with software will disappear.

erIc zIMMerMan

It dIrector

Warehouse Manager,  
William Kocses, 

servicing some of 
our equipment



Upcoming Election Dates:    Everglades City Municipal: November 26, 2013

Naples Municipal: February 4, 2014    Primary: August 26, 2014   General: November 4, 2014

spotlIght: palMetto rIdge hIgh school

Winners of the First Annual High School Registration Challenge!
Congratulations to Palmetto Ridge High School for winning the First Annual Voter 
Registration Challenge!  
 
In observance of Constitution Week, the Supervisor of Elections Office challenged local high 
school students to register and pre-register to vote, preparing them for future elections.

The Supervisor of Elections Office received over 700 registrations and pre-registrations 
collectively from all the schools who participated in the challenge and Palmetto 
Ridge High School students proved they will not be taking their right to vote 
for granted with 238 registrations received after the challenge.
 
The other schools who participated in the event included: Immokalee High 
School, Lorenzo Walker Technical High School, Naples High School, Barron 
Collier High School, Golden Gate High School, Gulf Coast High School, St. 
John Neumann, Community School Naples, and Lely High School, who placed 
as runner-up in the challenge with 207 registrations received.

Supervisor of Elections, Jennifer J. Edwards, presented an Achievement Award 
to members of the faculty and staff on Tuesday, October 8, recognizing 
them for their outstanding achievement during the challenge. 

IMportant reMInders

Faculty member observes 
award presented to Palmetto 

Ridge High School

Cyndi Young (R) presents 
runner-up award to Ms. Jess 
Duesler of Lely High School

Cyndi Young, Jennifer 
J. Edwards, Lawrence 

Mutter, Gretchen Wood & 
Debra Walters of PRHS

3295 Tamiami Trl E
Naples  FL  34112-5758

Visit us on the web: www.CollierVotes.com


