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Art for Democracy
Congratulations to Jessica Jaime Gomez of Palmetto Ridge High School who is the winner of a 
$500 scholarship and the North Naples Middle School Art Department who won “Best of Show” 
for the K-8 category.

A call for entries took place between October 1 and November 12, 2020 for this year’s Art for 
Democracy contest and students were challenged to create a piece of artwork that expressed the 
meaning of democracy. Among the 103 pieces of submitted art, 12 winning entries were selected 
to appear in 2021 Supervisor of Elections office publications including on the Supervisor of Elec-
tions’ website. The $500 awards are provided by Champions For Learning through the Chuck 
Mohlke Endowment Fund of the Community Foundation of Collier County.  Mr. Mohlke left 
a legacy of respect, charity, kindness, and a commitment to civic engagement and a passion for 
learning.

Out & AbOut
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Collier County SuperviSor of eleCtionS

News & Views
supervIsOr’s MessAge

It Takes a Village!
Once again Collier County led the 
state with over 90% of our voters 
participating in the 2020 General 
Election. We are so proud of our 
“super voters,” who showed that 
not even a global pandemic could 
keep them from having a voice in 
shaping their government!

After every election cycle, I meet 
with staff to review what we call 
“the good, the bad and the ugly,” 

searching for new ways we can improve the process. The 2020 Election 
Cycle – even amidst a national health crisis – was deemed as one 
of the smoothest cycles in our office’s history. I attribute much of 
our success not only to staff, but also to the hundreds of election 
workers who dedicated their time to help voters at the polls.

Beyond breaking another voter turnout record this last cycle, we 
set several other records from voter registration numbers to early 
voting and voting by mail activity!

We are so thankful to our election workers, the candidates and our 
partners in the local media market who we greatly relied on to help 
communicate important election information to our voters as we 
navigated through this pandemic. It truly takes a village to conduct 
smooth elections and we are proud to be among the best village in 
the State of Florida!

In this edition of News & Views, each department will discuss their 
post-election summaries as well as what is on the horizon for 2021!
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Top: Fox4 interviewing one of  
our Clerks about her preparation 

before Election Day. Bottom: WINK 
spoke with Jennifer to dicuss some 

last minute voting reminders.
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vOte-by-MAIl updAtes

Thanking our Temporary Staff for a 
Successful Year

The 2020 General Election was record-setting for the 
Vote-by-Mail Department! We issued over 123,000 
ballots to voters and over 103,000 voted ballots were cast. 
A big reason for our success was the hard work behind 
the scenes with our temporary workers, especially those 
who have been with us through multiple elections.  

The temp team primarily has three positions: Data 
Entry/Call Center Clerks; Ballot Extractors and the 
Ballot Layout Team.

Data Entry/Call Center Clerks are responsible for intake and entering the requests 
for Vote-by-Mail ballots. After ballots are mailed to the voters, they continue to 
process incoming ballot requests, handle phone calls from voters and perform 
outreach to voters whose ballots have been returned to us as undeliverable. Candy 
Jones, Pat Guevin and Helenda Davis are three of our regularly returning clerks 
and ROCKED IT this election cycle!

The primary responsibility of our Ballot Extractors is opening the ballot return 
envelopes and extracting the ballots. This takes place once we have received the 
appropriate permissions from the Canvassing Board and the signatures on the 
returned ballot envelopes have been verified. Carol Dlouhy is our Chief Ballot 
Extractor and in one day of extraction can open over 8,000 envelopes!

Members of our Ballot Layout Team have been with us the longest, with some 
volunteers having served for 20 years!  The members of this group are neighbors 
who all live in the Blue Sky’s Community.  Their primary function is to prepare the ballots for tabulation by physically 
unfolding the ballots and verifying they are in the appropriate precinct bin ready for our IT Department to count them.   

There are so many others who helped our department shine this year and we are very grateful to have such wonderful and 
enthusiastic temporary workers every election! 

CAndIdAte QuAlIfyIng
From Ghosts of Elections Past to the Ghosts of Elections Future

We all know the ghosts of elections past and with the spirit of the present 2020 election cycle slowly 
being left to join the past, it is now time for a visit with the spirit of elections future. First we approach 
one of our municipalities. It is the Tuesday before Thanksgiving in 2021 and the electors of Everglades 
City have all turned out to vote. Then we drift onward finding ourselves in the year 2022. The date is 
February 2 - Ground Hog Day – and the good people of the City of Naples are choosing who they want 
on their city council.

The scene shifts as we are thrust suddenly into hurricane season 2022 and we see the elections staff prepping for the August 
Primary and then a November 8th General Election. 2022 will feature elections of Florida’s Governor and State Cabinet members 
with Governor Ron DeSantis poised to run for a second term. Senator Marco Rubio is also up for reelection as are Collier’s two 
Congressmen: Mario Diaz-Balart and Byron Donalds. State Senator and State Representative elections are also on the schedule.

Locally, we will have races for both County Commission District 2 and 4. School Board districts 1, 3 and 5 will also be contested 
in 2022. The usual mix of circuit and county judgeships will appear on the Primary ballot if they are contested and finally 
November will feature the Primary winners and the usual host of special districts including fire, mosquito, and community 
development districts.

As we retreat back into the mist we hear the immortal words of Yogi Berra “It’s like Déjà vu all over again.”

Kerry BlacK
Vote-By-Mail 

SuperViSor

DaVe carpenter

Qualifying officer

Top: Carol Dlouhy begins extracting ballots for 
the General Election. Bottom: Members of  the 

Ballot Layout Team prepare ballots for tabulation.
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vOter OutreACh
A Year in Review
It has been an exciting year of  firsts for my 
department including the celebrating of  my first 
anniversary as Outreach Coordinator! Even as 
the pandemic continues to cause limitations for 
in-person gatherings, over the past year I have 
had the honor to meet so many of  the office’s 
volunteers including our dedicated Diplomats 
and election workers. 

I was especially honored to take a role in the Curbside Ballot Drop-off  pilot 
program during the General Election. This service was a great way to offer 
more accessability to Collier voters who were continuing to limit their contact 
with others. Thank you to the election workers who made Curbside Ballot 
Drop-Off  possible and helped make voting safer and more accessible to the 
public we serve.  

Kudos to the many Collier County students and teachers who got involved 
with voter education programs offered by our office. It was a pleasure to 
work with several of  the schools providing virtual guidance and lesson 
plans so students wouldn’t miss out on opportunities to register and pre-
register to vote. Congratulations to Gulf  Coast High School, led by Mr. 
Mark Woodruff ’s class, who won the 2020 High School Voter Registration 
Challenge. Congratulations also to Palmetto Ridge’s Jessica Jaime Gomez 
who took first place in the Art for Democracy Contest while the North 
Naples Middle School Art Department won “Best of  Show” for the K-8 
contest category!  

While 2020 was a big year for firsts, it certainly was not full of  lasts. If  you are 
looking for socially distanced in-person programing, or a virtual presentation 
please call (239) 252-8805 or email Lauren.OConnor@CollierCountyFL.gov. 

lauren o’connor

outreach coorDinator

eleCtIOn servICes
Planning for a Busy 2021
After an extraordinary 2020 Election Cycle, we 
are now reviewing our inventory of  supplies 
and equipment. All the equipment used during 
the 2020 election cycle has received necessary 
maintenance and will continue to be serviced in 
our Operations Center leading up to the next 
election. 

The New Year also means the possibility of  
redistricting based on the outcome of  the 2020 

Census. In the coming months, our office will begin working with other local 
entities to implement new mapping to reflect district changes as a result of  
the latest population tally. These changes could affect congressional district 
boundaries as well as county commission and school board districts. During 
this process we will also review precinct boundaries and polling locations to 
better improve the voting process.

Although 2020 is officially done, for elections staff  that just means we are 
already working towards the future for another busy election year in 2022! 

WilliaM KocSeS

election SerViceS 
Director

trAInIng news
2020 Election Pins Coming Soon

 
 
An enormous “thank you” goes out to the hundreds 
of  election workers who committed to and worked 
in the General Election last November. The civic 
pride displayed in working long hours and in light of  
the uncertainty of  the pandemic is commendable. 
Turnout was record-breaking in Collier County and 
the vast majority of  voters were very appreciative and 
complimentary of  their voting experience.

After each election cycle, we offer a commemorative 
election pin to show our thanks to the workers who 
made it possible. We will be making the 2020 pin 
available for pick up at our office at the end of  January. 
Be on the lookout for an email with more details.
For those who are interested in some of  the numbers 
behind the election, here are a few data points that I 
found noteworthy:
• Of  all the votes that were cast in person on 

Election Day and during early voting, only 550 
were provisional ballots (less than 1%). 

• The Canvassing Board accepted 129 of  the 
submitted provisional ballots with the most 
common reason being for no photo signature 
identification. 

• 96% of  the 421 rejected provisional ballots were 
for registering after the book closing deadline or 
for not being a registered voter in Florida. 

• In total, 3,178 voter affirmations were completed 
with voters filling out 1,966 name/address 
changes; 1,161 assistance declaration forms; and 
71 signature differs affirmations. 

• Our call center received 1,098 calls during early 
voting and 848 on Election Day. Compared to 
prior General elections the total call volume was 
down, but the number of  calls per ballot cast was 
up. 

Looking ahead, the next scheduled countywide election 
cycle will be in 2022. We will reach out to everyone 
towards the end of  2021 to check on initial availability 
and provide updates on changes and election dates. 
Thank you again to everyone who served in 2020!

KeVin turner

training & outreach

Director
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spOtlIght: shAvOntAe dOMInIQue, CustOMer servICe representAtIve

Congratulations on 25 Years of Dedicated Service!
 

In November, we celebrated Shavontae Dominique’s 25th anniversary with our 
office! Here are some thoughts from key staff members on how Shavontae has 
affected their own tenure while working at the Supervisor of Elections office.

Shavontae has always had a strong work ethic and has been eager to share her deep 
knowledge of voter registration procedures with all of our employees. One of her 
greatest gifts is her calming and confident demeanor, which has helped serve as the face 
of the elections office for over 25 years! - Dave Carpenter, Qualifying Officer

Shavontae is wonderful to work with. Not only is she a lot of fun, she knows so 
much about customer service and the election process. On top of that, if anyone 
needs help with anything she is always willing to help with a smile. Congratulations 
on 25 years, Shavontae! - Lauren Ellis, Customer Service Coordinator

Shavontae’s knowledge about elections and the voter registration process has been a huge part 
of my success as Supervisor of Elections. I have and continue to rely on her for outstanding 
customer service to the voters of Collier County! - Jennifer J. Edwards, Supervisor of Elections

2021 City of Everglades City Election   2022 City of Naples Election 
Voter Registration Deadline:  October 25  Voter Registration Deadline: January 3 
Election Day: November 23    Election Day: February 1     

3750 Enterprise Avenue
Naples  FL  34104-9811

Visit us on the web: www.CollierVotes.com
#CollierVotes | #ElectionReady


