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Adjusting to a Time of Social Distancing

Although we are now living in a world of social distancing, the Collier County Super-
visor of Elections staff continues to maintain the 2020 Election Cycle calendar. 

On April 17, our office sent a Notice of Elections/Vote-by-Mail Request Form to over 
200,000 Collier County voters. With continued uncertainty on how the COVID-19 
pandemic will affect the remainder of this election cycle, we are strongly encouraging 
voters to request a Vote-by-Mail ballot. 

As election workers, our office will only automatically send you a Vote-by-Mail ballot 
if you are working outside of your precinct on Election Day. As a back-up we suggest 
visiting our website at www.CollierVotes.com to make your ballot request.

Requesting a Vote-by-Mail ballot does not commit you to voting by mail. Voters who 
change their mind and want to vote in person during Early Voting or on Election Day, can always bring their Vote-by-
Mail ballot with them to be cancelled and they will then receive a new ballot to vote at the polls.
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Presidential Preference Primary Election Recap
The Presidential Preference Primary was certainly a 
memorable one. As you will hear from each department, 
we faced several challenges in trying to prepare for this 
last election with the concerns and uncertainty of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. From having to relocate precincts 
last minute to seeing a remarkable wave of election workers 
having to make a tough decision to sit this one out, this 
Presidential Preference Primary Election was one of     

  our toughest elections to  
  administer.

It was due to our remarkable volunteers and community 
partners, that we were able to see a successful outcome. 
I’d like to especially acknowledge Grow Church in North 
Naples and Faith Lutheran Church for their generosity in 
opening their doors when we had to relocate two different 
Election Day precincts. 

Also, we could not have seen the success of this election 
without the dedication of our election workers. Nearly every 
precinct worked short on Election Day and those who were 
able to remain on schedule did so with enthusiasm and grace. 
We truly have THE BEST election workers in the country!

Moving forward, we are working closely with the Secretary 
of State and other election officials on how to continue the 
remainder of the election cycle. Follow us on social media 
and check our website for updates to stay informed.
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It is always wonderful to run into 
our dedicated election workers out 
in our community. Thanks to Neil 
Curley for all you do during elec-
tions and thanks to his wife, Joan, 
for her continued support!



vOte-by-MAIl updAtes

The Vote-by-Mail Process
With uncertainty surrounding how the COVID-19 pandemic will affect the voting process, 
the Supervisor of Elections is encouraging voters to request a Vote-by-Mail ballot. Voting by 
mail is the easiest and most convenient way to vote during elections.
How does it work? 
1.) First, request a Vote-by-Mail ballot. Visit www.CollierVotes.com or call our office at  
(239) 252-VOTE (8683) to make your request.  
2.) Vote your ballot. Just as you would at the polls, use black or blue ink to select a candidate 
of your choice or decision on an issue.

 3.) Cast your ballot by placing it in your mailbox. Don’t forget to fill out and sign the back  
 of the return envelope and apply the appropriate postage.
Once our office receives your voted ballot, it is then processed through our Pitney Bowes Sorter which takes an image 
of your signed envelope. That image is then uploaded to your voter record and is used during the signature verification 
process. The signature verification process compares that signature to the signature in your voter record. If for some 
reason your signature does not match our files, the Vote-by-Mail Department will reach out to you to cure your 
signature. For this reason, we ask voters for their contact information on the returned ballot envelope.
To ensure the anonymity of your ballot, each returned Vote-by-Mail ballot goes through an extractor for opening and 
removal of the ballot. Ballots are then tabulated and are the first to be reported on election night after the polls have 
closed. All of this takes place after our office receives permission from the Canvassing Board to proceed.

From the time a Vote-by-Mail ballot has been requested to the point our office tabulates your vote, your ballot can be 
tracked at www.CollierVotes.com.

          Ballot Status
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trAInIng news

Presidential Preference Primary by the Numbers

The Presidential Preference Primary in Collier County would not have been a success without 
the nearly 515 election workers who served the voters during early voting and on Election 
Day. As a united group, we faced the uncertainty of  the situation and ensured the community 
had the opportunity to cast their ballot at polling places across the county. While turnout was 
down at some precincts, other precincts within the City of  Naples were operating at a decent 
volume even with a reduced number of  workers. Thank you for a job well done!

For those who are interested in some of  the numbers behind the election, 39% of  the the 
eligible voters cast a ballot in this election - that is only one percent lower than our original 
prediction prior to the COVID-19 pandemic. We received 83 provisional ballots, with most 
of  them being completed for a voter disputing their registered party.  Voters spoiled 384 bal-

lots and a total of  383 voter affirmations for updates and assistance were completed.  The call center received 233 calls 
during early voting and 281 on Election Day.  It was also the first countywide election with the new EVID Edge model 
and all precincts had them up and communicating prior to 7 a.m. on election morning.

In the months leading up to the remainder of  the election cycle, we will be refining procedures and recruiting more 
workers.  As we get closer to the next election, we will begin reaching out to everyone to check their availability and 
schedule training. Collier County has the best election workers in the country and we look forward to working with 
you again soon!

 

KeVin turner

training & outreach

Director



3www.CollierVotes.com

vOter OutreAch

Hitting the Ground Running
It is an honor to join the Supervisor of  
Elections office as their Outreach Coor-
dinator! The Presidential Preference Pri-
mary Election provided a great look at 
how the office operates and the level of  
organization, planning, and commitment 
required to put on an election. Observing 
it all come together from the initial train-
ing of  election workers to watching the re-
sults trickle in on election night was inspir-
ing and exciting!

This year, voter outreach began with an introduction to existing dip-
lomats and established outreach partners. Thank you to everyone 
for making the transition seamless. We hit the ground running with 
presences at over 60 events. Two new diplomats were welcomed and 
several new partnerships formed before the COVID-19 pandemic 
hit. While physical presence and public interaction are key elements 
of  outreach, the inability to utilize these components at present has 
opened the door to creative new ways of  reaching vital community 
members. In the months ahead, we will be working with our com-
munity partners to develop new ways to ensure current and potential 
voters have access to register to vote and cast their ballot during the 
remainder of  the election cycle.

lauren o’connor

outreach coorDinator

electIOn servIces

Challenges and Successes
This last election was met with some 
challenges, but fortunately, with the help 
of  our dedicated election workers and 
community partners, we were able to 
conduct in-person voting with minimal 
issues.
Now with our focus on the August 
Primary Election, we are taking additional 
precautions to ensure the safety of  our 
voters, staff  members and volunteers. 

If  you plan to vote in person, here are a few things you can do to 
cast your ballot safely: 
1.) Review your ballot and know your choices before you go to 
your polling location - this will ensure a quick voting process and 
minimal time in the voting booth and polling room.
2.) If  you are planning to vote early, visit www.CollierVotes.com to 
check early voting wait times so you can practice social distancing 
as you wait to cast your ballot.
3.) Bring your own hygienic supplies including hand sanitizer, 
gloves and a mask.
We are looking forward to another busy and active election, so 
whether you vote by mail, vote early or vote on Election Day, 
make sure you are safe and election ready!

WilliaM KocSeS

election SerViceS 
Director

AdOpt-A-precInct

A Special Shoutout to our Volunteers!
The Adopt-a-Precinct program is a public/
private partnership that benefits both the 
Supervisor of  Elections office and our 
community.

 
Boy Scout Troop 25
Boy Scout Troop 255
Boy Scout Troop 2001 
Conservancy of SWFL
Delta Sigma Theta - Collier Alumnae 
Chapter
Friends of Rookery Bay
Genealogical Society of Collier County
Golden Gate Estates Area Civic Association
Indiana University Alumni - SWFL
Kiwanis Club of Marco Island
Kiwanis Club of Naples
Knights of Columbus - Ave Maria
Knights of Columbus - Everglades
Knights of Columbus - St. Agnes
Knights of Columbus - St. William
League of Women Voters - Collier County 
Chapter
Marco Island Sunrise Rotary Club
Naples Jewish Congregation
Naples North Rotary Club
Naples Pelican Bay Rotary
North Naples United Methodist Women
Rotary Club of Naples Bay
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church of Naples
SCORE
Sons of the American Revolution
St. Monica’s Episcopal Church
The Pilot Club of Naples
Women’s Council of Realtors

Thanks for all you do!

This Polling Place 
is Adopted by:

FRIENDS OF 
ROOKERY BAY

Learn more about our Adopt-a-Precinct program at: 
www.CollierVotes.com
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 spOtlIght: new stAff!
 Lillian DeNicola, Vote-by-Mail Coordinator 

Lillian was born and raised in New York and resided on Long Island the majority of  her life. She graduated with a 
Bachelor of  Arts degree in Psychology from Stony Brook University. Lillian has been married to her husband for 
over 20 years and they have three amazing children. In 2011, the DeNicola family decided to move to Naples in order 

t o enjoy all that Florida had to offer. 
Most recently prior to her work at the Supervisor of  Elections office, Lillian worked for over 10 years in the satellite 
internet industry as a customer and technical support representative.  
Her passion is spending free time with her wonderful family and friends. Lillian loves taking bike rides to the beach 
and walking miles on scenic trails enjoying the beautiful “Sunshine State” relishing the sunny air and palm trees. 

 
Lauren O’Connor, Outreach Coordinator
Lauren grew up in Virginia but visited Florida in 1999 and never left.  She did her undergraduate work at the University 
of  Central Florida and received her Master’s degree in Health Administration from the University of  Florida.  Prior 
to joining the Supervisor of  Elections office, she worked for the Collier County Public Library.  
She loves to read and is always up for a good book recommendation.  Lauren has lived, studied, and worked in Italy, 
the UK, and Costa Rica.  On any Saturday in fall, she can be found watching Gator football.  She loves most things 
four-legged and furry and enjoys travelling, cooking, the beach, and spending time with friends.

Join us in welcoming Lillian and Lauren to our Elections Team!  

Primary Election Voter Registration Deadline: July 20           Early Voting: August 8-15            Election Day: August 18

General Election Voter Registration Deadline: October 5      Early Voting: October 19-31         Election Day: November 3 

3750 Enterprise Avenue
Naples  FL  34104-9811

Visit us on the web: www.CollierVotes.com
#CollierVotes | #ElectionReady


