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Vote-by-Mail Drop Boxes

Voters will be able to drop off their Vote-by-Mail ballots at any of the nine early voting locations 
October 19-31, as each early voting location has a Vote-by-Mail ballot drop box. Polls will be 
open from 9 a.m.-6 p.m. We will also offer curbside ballot drop-off at the four early voting sites 
listed below:

• Golden Gate Community Center – 4701 Golden Gate Parkway, Naples
• Library Headquarters – 2385 Orange Blossom Drive, Naples
• Marco Island Library – 210 S Heathwood Drive, Marco Island
• North Collier Regional Park – 15000 Livingston Road, Naples

Curbside ballot drop-off  allows voters to drop off  their Vote-by-Mail ballot without having to 
exit their vehicle. The four curbside locations will be open during early voting, October 19-31 
9 a.m.-6 p.m.

Out & AbOut

Contact News & Views:
electionworker@CollierCountyFL.gov

or (239) 252-8052
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supervIsOr’s MessAge

Light at the End of the Tunnel

It has been quite a year! 
With both primary elections 
behind us, we are now all in 
for the General Election!

Staff continues to prepare 
for record voter turnout and 
I am so proud to hear of all 
the voters who made a plan 
to vote by ordering a Vote-

by-Mail ballot! Nearly 50% of our voters have requested a ballot 
and before early voting has even begun, over 25% of our voters 
have already cast their ballot.

In July, Governor DeSantis issued an executive order providing 
election officials some flexibility in our election preparation 
including the ability to begin opening ballots earlier than the 
statutory 22nd day prior to Election Day. After observing the growing popularity of voting by 
mail, we saw this as an opportunity to move our Logic & Accuracy Test to October 1 where we also 
received permission to begin opening and tabulating Vote-by-Mail ballots.

We will continue to offer ballot drop-off at each of our nine early voting locations and have 
incorporated a new service at four early voting locations that offers a curbside ballot drop-off service.

Read about the new curbside service and more in this edition of News & Views!
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Prior to each election, our staff  
conducts a Logic & Accuracy Test 
to display the functionality of  our 

equipment to the public and media.
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CustOMer servICe

The FAQs for Customer Service

It is exciting to see so many voters engaged in this year’s election cycle and taking their right to vote 
seriously! Below are a few frequently asked questions our office continues to receive on a daily basis:

• Do I have to be affiliated with a party to vote in the General Election? During the General Election, 
a voter may vote in any race, regardless of party affiliation. 

• Will there be a Vote-by-Mail drop box at my precinct on Election Day?  No; however, there will 
be drop boxes available during Early Voting at all nine early voting sites to ensure that voters are able to 
securely drop off their ballots. There is also a drop box available 24/7 at our main office located at 3750 
Enterprise Ave, Naples FL  34104.  The drop box is under security surveillance.

• If I drop off my ballot at your office, do I need postage?  There is no postage necessary if you drop off your ballot at our office 
or in the designated secure drop boxes. 

• Do I have to register to vote for every election? Once you have moved to the state of Florida and register to vote, there is no 
need to re-register; however, you do need to keep your information up-to-date including your address. A political party change for 
a Primary Election must be made by the registration deadline, which is 29 days before for that election.

• Should I update my signature? Your handwriting may change over time, so it is important to update your signature periodically. 
We use the signatures on file to verify your Vote-By-Mail ballot.

• Do I have to vote on all the races for my ballot to count? No, voters can choose to vote in as many or as few races as desired. 
If you decide to not vote in a particular race, our tabulation equipment will record that race as being undervoted.

• How do I know that my Vote-by-Mail ballot will be counted? You can track the status of your Vote-by-Mail ballot on our 
website at www.CollierVotes.com/TrackMyBallot. 

• If I request a Vote-by-Mail ballot and change my mind, can I vote in person? If you receive a Vote-by-Mail ballot and later 
decide to vote at the polls, take your ballot with you to be cancelled by an election worker. Once the ballot has been surendered, 
you will be issued a new ballot to vote within the polling room.

• Can I request a Vote-by-Mail ballot for someone in my household?  You may only request a Vote-by-Mail ballot for an 
immediate family member. Immediate family member means your child, grandparent, parent, sibling, spouse, spouse’s grandparent, 
spouse’s parent, spouse’s child, spouse’s sibling.

• What can I use for identification at the polls?  If you vote in person you must provide a photo/signature ID. There are 
several acceptable forms of ID including a Florida Driver License and a student ID. For a full list of acceptable voter IDs visit  
www.CollierVotes.com. 

trAInIng news

Lots of New Faces During the General Election

We have received an overwhelming response to our need for election workers! In fact, we have 
processed more new worker applications this year than during 2016 and 2018 combined! Thank 
you to all of our residents who contacted us to volunteer their time to work at the polls. 

As of September 22, we have stopped accepting applications for new workers to focus on training 
all the new individuals scheduled to work. During the 2020 Election Cycle, election workers will 
not only be dedicating their time on November 3 – an anticipated 14-hour day, but they will 
also be required to attend hours of training and many will be serving during the 13-day early 
voting period. Some election volunteers will commit to more than 160 hours of service to our 
community by working at the polls in this upcoming election.

If you are planning to vote in person, please be sure to thank the men and women serving at the polls.Without them, we 
wouldn’t be able to conduct elections.

Kevin Turner

Training & OuTreach

DirecTOr

aixa capizzi

cusTOmer service 
supervisOr
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vOter OutreACh

National Voter Registration Day 
Recap
National Voter Registration Day was September 
22.  Even in the face of  a pandemic, the number 
of  voter registrations collected across the USA 
that day reached over 1.5 million, which is a 
record for the largest single-day number of  
new and updated registrations. Collier County 
contributed over 500 to that total, part of  which 
came from local high schools participating in 

our annual High School Voter Registration Challenge.  

National Voter Registration Day is always a special time for our staff  to 
register voters, but in the world of  outreach, every day is “voter registration 
day.”  Events have continued this summer and fall at churches, community 
centers, the Collier County jail, and in a limited capacity at assisted living 
facilities.  Virtual presentations and forums have opened up outreach 
opportunities across the entire state of  Florida. 

It has been an amazing experience to reach groups of  high school students, 
college co-eds, and seniors in assisted living facilities all in the same day. 
Although diverse in age and backgrounds, all are unified by a belief  in the 
importance of  voting and the freedom it affords us all.     

Lauren O’cOnnOr

OuTreach cOOrDinaTOr

eleCtIOn servICes

Voting Equipment Prep
Election Services is busy preparing for the 
General Election in which we will be using 
the maximum amount of  equipment we 
have available. We have 165 DS200 Optical 
Scanners; 250 EViD (electronic poll books); 
and 80 ADA-approved ExpressVote ballot 
marking devices; and nearly all will be 

deployed on Election Day including those used during early voting which 
are quickly serviced once early voting ends and prepared for Election 
Day use.

All the equipment has been serviced and tested since the August Primary 
Election and we demonstrated our equipment’s functionality during the 
public Logic & Accuracy Test that was held on October 1. 

Since the beginning of  this election cycle we have implemented many 
changes in order to provide health and safety precautions for our election 
workers and the voters of  Collier County. 

We hope that each of  you has a positive voting experience, no matter if  
you vote by mail, vote early or vote on Election Day.

WiLLiam KOcses

eLecTiOn services 
DirecTOr

CAndIdAte QuAlIfyIng

Post-Campaign Money

 
I am often asked what happens to the money left in a 
campaign after the election is over. The amount may 
vary from a few dollars to several thousands. The 
disposition of  these surplus funds is regulated under 
Florida’s campaign finance laws and differs from 
Federal law. The essential element of  Florida’s law is 
that money contributed to your campaign may not be 
transferred to a different campaign.

Candidates have 90 days after they become elected, 
defeated, unopposed or withdrawn to close up their 
campaign accounts and file a final termination report.  
The first thing a candidate may do is to pay themselves 
back either in full or partially for any money they 
contributed to their own campaign. The other option 
is to return, on a pro rata basis, to their contributors 
the money which they have donated to the campaign.  
This can be a cumbersome exercise when a campaign 
has a large number of  contributors and there is not 
much left in the account. Many candidates choose to 
give the surplus funds to a charity of  their choosing, 
which is a simple and widely used method; as is 
contributing the funds to their political party.

Winning candidates may also opt to open an office 
account. The amount that may be used for this 
purpose varies by office. For example, a winning 
county commission candidate is limited to $5,000 for 
each year in their upcoming term of  office. Office 
account money can be used for expenses in support 
of  their term in public office. This could include such 
items as Christmas cards or paying for luncheons 
and events where the individual is invited because of  
nature of  their office. State candidates who win are 
allowed to actually roll over $20,000 as startup money 
for funding their reelection campaign; however, these 
funds cannot be used in a campaign for a different 
office.

In Collier, most candidates pay themselves back for 
their own contributions and then give any balance to 
charity.

Dave carpenTer

QuaLifying Officer

3



IMpOrtAnt eleCtIOn dAtes

 spOtlIght: gulf COAst hIgh sChOOl
 Winners of our 2020 High School Voter Registration Challenge!

Congratulations to Gulf Coast High School, winners of the 
2020 High School Voter Registration Challenge with 109 voter 
registrations and pre-registrations received by our office! 

Since its launch in 2013, the High School Voter Registration Challenge has registered 
and pre-registered thousands of students helping them prepare for future elections. 

This year, our office allowed for in-person presentations, but mostly supported 
teachers to create lesson plans that included topics such as the 100th anniversary 
of the 19th Amendment, historical elections including the 2000 Presidential 
Election and Florida’s role in Bush v. Gore, and lessons on the importance 
of voting and civic engagement followed by a voter registration drive.

Participating schools included Barron Collier High School, First Baptist Academy, 
Golden Gate High School, Gulf Coast High School, Immokalee High School, Lely High 
School, Palmetto Ridge High School and Lorenzo Walker Technical School. In total, 
we received 288 voter registrations and pre-registrations from this year’s challenge.

Early Voting: October 19-31  Election Day: November 3 
9 a.m.-6 p.m. daily             7 a.m.-7 p.m.       

3750 Enterprise Avenue
Naples  FL  34104-9811

Visit us on the web: www.CollierVotes.com
#CollierVotes | #ElectionReady


