JENNIFER J. EDWARDS

SUPERVISOR OF ELECTIONS
Rev Dr Martin Luther King Jr Building
Collier Government Complex
3301 Tamiami Trl E Bldg C2
Naples FL 34112-4907
Telephone: (239) 252-8450
Fax: (239) 774-9468
www.CollierVotes.com

- Ennifer J. Edwards

Supervisor of Elections

www.CollierVotes.com * (239) 252-8450

FORIMMEDIATE RELEASE

Press Release:
Date: March 10, 2010
Contact: Cyndi Y oung, Education Coordinator

Supervisor of Elections Office ~ (239) 252-8805

COLLIER COUNTY SUPERVISOR OF ELECTIONS OFFICE CONDUCTS
ELEMENTARY AND MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENT ELECTIONS

Naples, FL — The Collier County Supervisor of Elections Office is partnering with elementary and
middle schools across the county again this year during the 2009-2010 Sunshine State Y oung Readers
Awards (SSYRA) and the Florida Reading Association Children’s Book Award (FRA) programs.

For the 8" year, the Supervisor of Elections Office will provide eligible kindergarten through 8"
grade public and private school students the opportunity to cast avote for their favorite book on areal voting
machine. Last year, over 4,000 students voted on the voting machines and this year that number is expected
to increase.

On March 5, the Supervisor of Elections Office conducted the first of 35 scheduled student elections
and 224 Pelican Marsh students participated by voting for their favorite book. Several 5™ grade student
ambassadors and student government members served as election officials during the election.

The SSYRA program, designed to encourage 3" through 8" grade students to read, is cosponsored
by the School Library Media Services Office of the Department of Education and the Florida Association for
Mediain Education. Studentswho read three or more of the 15 selected books are eligible to vote for their
favorite. At the close of the election, statewide results are tallied and the winning authors receive special

recognition.
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The FRA program encourages younger students (pre-K to 2™ grade) to become enthusiastic about
books and reading. The winning FRA book is determined by votes from students who have heard or read
some of the eight nominations. The winning author is honored at the annual FRA Conference.

“We believe it isimportant to involve students in the democratic process by familiarizing them with
the ease of voting, what to expect on Election Day, and how to cast aballot like an adult in areal election,”
commented Jennifer J. Edwards, Supervisor of Elections.

Below isalist of upcoming student election dates. For more information contact Cyndi Y oung,
Education Coordinator for the Supervisor of Elections Office at (239) 252-8805.

March 18 — Lake Park  Elementary
March 19 —Vineyard Elementary
March 22 — Village Oak Elementary
March 23 — Estates Elementary
March 24 — East Naples Middle
March 25 — Sable Palm Elementary
March 26 — Laurel Oak Elementary
April 6 — St. Elizabeth Seaton

April 6 — Corkscrew Elementary
April 7 — Calusa Park Elementary
April 7 —Manatee Elementary
April 8 - Tommie Barfield Elementary
April 9 — Palmetto Elementary
April 12 — Seagate Elementary
April 12 — Community School

April 13— Lely Elementary

April 14 - Golden Gate Elementary
April 15— Seacreast Day School
April 15 - Oakridge Middle

April 16 — Poinciana Elementary
April 16 -Naples Park Elementary
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